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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1955 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Flaxton  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

Once  again  it  is  my  duty  and  privilege  to  present  for  your  consideration  my  report 
for  the  year  1955.  On  the  following  pages  are  set  out  statistical  tables  for  the 

District  and  a summary  of  various  Health  Services  provided  by  the  County  Council, 

The  statistics  for  births  and  deaths  call  for  little  comment,  but  it  is  worthwhile 
noting  that  our  stillbirth  rate  remains  below  that  for  England  and  Wales,  and  I believe,  well 
below  that  for  surrounding  areas.  The  Infant  Mortality  rate  is  at  about  the  national 

average  and  again  well  below  the  rate  found  in  the  northern  counties.  Of  the  7 deaths 

under  one  year  of  age,  5 occurred  under  one  month,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  any  of  these 
could  have  been  prevented. 

Although  1955  proved  to  be  a ‘measles'  year  following  the  comparative  low  incidence 
in  1954,  the  infectious  diseases  notified  showed  only  sporadic  cases  and  there  was  no  epidemic. 
The  table  appears  to  show  the  success  of  the  combined  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria  vaccine 
Introduced  in  1953*  There  was  a sharp  fall  in  notified  cases  in  1954  and  1955.  Since 
this  picture  is  repeated  in  the  country  as  a whole,  it  looks  as  if  whooping  cough  as  a cause  of 
illness  and  death  is  on  the  way  out.  One  hopes  that  with  the  introduction  of  poliomyelitis 

vaccination  this  disease  will  eventually  bo  overcome.  A start  will  soon  be  made  with 

B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school  leavers  with  the  object  of  protecting  adolescents  against  tuber- 
culous infection  at  the  time  of  life  viien  exposure  to  this  disease  Is  common  and  often  with 
serious  effects.  There  is  yet  however  no  simple  way  of  eliminating  this  disease,  but  new 

forms  of  treatment,  more  efficient  case  finding,  better  housing  and  working  conditions,  better 
food,  and  a higher  standard  of  education  all  work  to  the  same  end. 

A welcome  trend  during  the  year  has  been  the  increased  emphasis  on  clean  food  and 
legislation  now  Introduced  will  help  by  setting  new  standards  for  the  food  industry  which  the 
Council  will  enforce.  The  remedy  to  the  state  of  affairs  viiich  causes  us  to  be  criticised 

by  overseas  visitors  lies  largely  in  the  hands  of  everyone,  food  workers  and  general  public  who 
should  always  be  watchful  for  the  lapse  from  grace  in  this  very  important  job  of  handling 
our  food. 

I would  once  again  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  during  the  year 
willingly  given  by  members  of  the  council  and  staff, 

I am. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladles  & Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  GRAY,  M.D.,  Ch,B.,  D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population  of  the  Rural  District 


20,850 


UyE  WHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

Crude  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 

1951  Legitimate 

131 

134 

265 

- 

■■ 

Illegitimate 

10 

8 

18 

283 

13.84 

1952  Legitimate 

141 

129 

270 

mm 

- 

Illegitimate 

7 

9 

16 

286 

14.56 

1953  Legitimate 

145 

132 

277 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

8 

5 

13 

290 

14.91 

1954  Legitimate 

159 

136 

295 

- 

m 

Illegitimate 

5 

5 

10 

305 

15.00 

1955  Legitimate 

165 

131 

296 

— 

- 

I llegltlmate 

3 

4 

7 

303 

14.53 

S^Ili,  ,BlRp|B 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Grand 

Rate  per  1,000 

1951  Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Total 

«a 

Total  Births 

I llegi tlmate 

- 

1 

l 

5 

17.36 

1952  Legitimate 

5 

1 

6 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

7 

23.89 

1953  Legitimate 

1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate 

m 

- 

■a 

4 

13.60 

1954  Legitimate 

5 

2 

7 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

m 

- 

7 

22.44 

1955  Legitimate 

4 

3 

7 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

m 

• 

7 

22.58 

DEATHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate  per  1,000  of 

1951  111  96 

1952  85  90 

1953  114  129 

1954  128  158 

1955  108  139 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

1951  Maternal  causes 2 

Rate  per  1,000  births..  7.06 

1952  Nil 

1953  Nil 

1954  ...  Maternal  causes  1 

Rate  per  1,000  births..  3*20 

1955  Nil 

INFANT  MORTALITY  (Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year) 

1951  1952  1953 

All  Infants  per 

1,000  Live  Births  24.71  27.97  17.24 

207 

175 

243 

286 

247 

1 

1954 

36.06 

estimated  population 

10.12 

8.91 

12.49 

14.06 

11.84 

1955 

23.1 

Legitimate  Infants 
per  1,000  Live  Legit- 
imate Births 

26.39 

29.63 

14.44 

33.90 

40.54 

Illegitimate  Infants 
per  1,000  Live  Illeg- 
itimate Births 

Nil 

Nil 

76.92 

100.00 

Nil 

TABLE  OF  COMPARATIVE  RATES: 

BIRTH  RATE 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

England  & Wales 

15.50 

15.30 

15.50 

15.20 

15.00 

Flaxton  R.D, 

13.84 

14.56 

14.91 

16.35 

35.83 

DEATH  RATE 

England  & wales 

12.50 

11.30 

11.40 

11.30 

11.70 

Flaxton  R.D. 

10.12 

8.91 

12.49 

14.78 

12.43 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

England  & Wales 

0.79 

Nil 

0.76 

0.69 

0.64 

Flaxton  R.D. 

7.06 

Nil 

Nil 

3.20 

Nil 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

England  & Wales 

29.60 

27.60 

26.80 

25.50 

24.70 

Flaxton  R.D. 

24.71 

27.97 

17.24 

36.06 

23.1 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1951 
| M F 

1952 

M F 

1953 

M F 

1954 

M F 

195 5 

M F 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

m 

3. 

Syphlitic  diseases 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

m 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

1 

1 

m 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

m 

8. 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

m 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  par.  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

m 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm  - stomach 

7 

1 

2 

2 

5 

2 

3 

4 

2 

3 

11. 

n " lung,  bronchus 

5 

1 

2 

2 

2 

- 

3 

l 

5 

- 

12. 

" " breast 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

4 

13. 

" " uterus 

*» 

m 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

l 

14 . 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

10 

7 

7 

13 

13 

8 

13 

7 

6 

6 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemla 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system 

10 

9 

10 

15 

8 

14 

15 

17 

6 

19 

18. 

Coronary  diseases,  angina 

33 

7 

18 

7 

21 

10 

18 

13 

21 

14 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

3 

1 

3 

9 

10 

8 

5 

6 

6 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

23 

10 

17 

12 

18 

4o 

25 

53 

26 

52 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

1 

11 

4 

5 

5 

8 

8 

14 

6 

2 

22. 

Influenza 

2 

4 

- 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

«■ 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

2 

- 

1 

4 

6 

3 

5 

6 

1 

5 

21*. 

Bronchitis 

6 

5 

4 

- 

8 

5 

3 

3 

8 

3 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
system 

- 

- 

l 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

26« 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

1 

l 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

m 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

5 

2 

- 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

4 

1 

- 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

11 

11 

6 

9 

7 

13 

7 

li 

6 

20 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

2 

3 

1 

- 

3 

l 

1 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

4 

4 

1 

2 

2 

4 

- 

6 

2 

3 

35. 

Suicide 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

2 

1 

- 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

ill 

96 

85 

90 

114 

129 

128 

158 

108 

139 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Many  of  the  Health  services  carried  out  by  the  County  council  as  Local  Health  Authority  are 
administered  by  the  Area  Health  Sub-committee  which  meets  monthly  at  Easingwold.  The  Flaxton  R.D»C. 

is  represented  on  this  body. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Details  of  Officers  are  listed  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report* 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  milk,  water  and  effluents  are  carried  out  for  the 
Council  by  the  county  public  Health  Laboratory,  Messrs.  T.  Fairley  & partners  of  Leeds,  and  the  Laboratory 
of  the  Rivers  Board  at  Wakefield. 

AMBULANCE 

The  Ambulance  station  serving  the  area  is  situate  at  Haxby.  Telephone  number  - day  or  night 
- York  68181. 

DISTRICT  NURSES 

A District  Nursing  service  covers  the  area  and  the  Nurses  and  the  districts  they  cover  are  as 

follows: 

Clifton  Without  & Rawcllffe 

Nurse  Southam,  26  Melton  Avenue,  Clifton.  Telephone:  York  54714. 

Haxby,  wigglnton  & Skelton 

Nurse  Lockhart,  123  Calf  Close,  Haxby.  Telephone:  York  68521. 

Huntington,  Earswlck  & New  Earswlck 

Nurse  Atkinson,  1 Rowan  piaoe,  New  Earswlck,  Telephone:  York  68280. 

and 

Nurse  vale,  132  North  Moor,  Huntington.  Telephone:  York  68194. 

Buttercrambe,  Bossall,  Claxton,  Harton,  Heworth,  Holtby,  Gate  Helmsley, 

Upper  Heimsley,  0sbaldwlck,~sand  Hutton,  Stockton-on-Forest  and  warthlll. 

Nurse  Brown,  17  Galtres  Road,  Stockton  Lane,  Heworth.  Telephone:  York  53449* 

Flaxton,  Strensall,  Towthorpe  Sc  Lining 

Nurse  Henderson,  9 Barney  Cottages,  Flaxton.  Telephone:  Flaxton  Moor  265. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

A comprehensive  Domestic  Help  service  is  in  operation  throughout  the  area,  and  arrangements  for 
assistance  can  be  made  through  the  county  Area  Health  Office,  Manor  Road,  Easingwold.  Telephone:  851  324. 

Applicants  for  Domestic  Help  are  Informed  that  a standard  hourly  charge  is  in  force,  but  they 
are  all  offered  the  opportunity  of  being  assessed  according  to  financial  circumstances.  The  charges 
paid  vary  from  the  maximum  of  3/-  per  hour  down  to  the  minimum  charge  of  3/-  per  week.  Assistance  can 
be  provided  for  up  to  44  hours  in  any  week,  but  the  number  of  hours  granted  is  dependent  on  the  circum- 
stances of  each  individual  case.  Priority  is  given  to  the  provision  of  help  in  cases  of  domiciliary 

confinement,  and  cases  of  this  nature  normally  continue  for  two  weeks.  In  the  Flaxton  area  there  is 

considerable  demand  for  assistance  to  cases  of  aged  and  chronic  sick  persons  and  these  cases  are  usually 
of  long  duration, 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 

The  whole  area  is  served  by  either  static  clinics  in  the  major  parishes  or  by  attendance 
of  the  Mobile  clinic. 

The  County  Council  continues  to  be  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  and  much 
of  the  structure  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  is  abolished.  By  utilising  voluntary  helpers  at  these 

clinics  and  by  the  very  welcome  co-operation  of  several  tradesmen  in  the  area,  the  efficient  supply  of 
these  foods  has  been  maintained  at  very  little  cost  to  the  ratepayer. 

MATERNITY  HOSPITALS 

Admissions  are  arranged  by  a person's  own  doctor.  Booking  clinics  are  held  at  the 
Health  Services  centre,  Duncombe  Place,  York. 

Admission  on  social  grounds,  e.g.  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions,  is  made  following  an 
enquiry  and  report  by  me. 

TUBERCULOSIS  CLINIC 

A clinic  is  held  at  11  Castlegate,  York,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursdays  in  each  month 


at  10  a.m. 


TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED 
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+ 2 Patients  In  Clifton  Hospital, 
3 patients  In  Clifton  Hospital, 
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COMPARATIVE  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  cases  Deaths 


i 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  splratory 

i Respiratory 

Non- 

Resplratory 

M 

F 

...  M 

F 

1 

1 M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

_ 

m 

1 . 

1 

- 

• 

1 to  5 years 

- 

- 

| 

1 

- 

m 

5 to  15  years 

1 

m 

1 

m 

" 

- 

- 

15  to  25  years 

2 

1 

«a 

- 

m 

25  to  35  years 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

m 

35  to  4 5 years 

1 

1 X 

- 

2 

1 

- 

m 

45  to  55  years 

- 

2 

■a 

- 

- 

1 

m 

55  to  65  years 

- 

m 

- 

■ 

1 

1 

m 

m 

65  years  and  upwards 

2 x 

- 

- 

- 

1 X 

- 

- 

m 

Age  unknown 

- 

- 

1 X 

- 

- 

- 

- ! 

- 

TOTAL 

7 

* 

1 

4 ; 

2 

3 

- 

I 

m 

i 

| 

x patients  lnCUfton  Hospital  not  resident  In  the  area. 


INCIDENCE  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


New  cases  Deaths 


YEAR 

Respira- 

tory 

Non-resptr 

atory 

Total 

Respira- 

tory 

iNon-resplr 

atory 

j'  Total-’ 

1951  •••  ••• 

6 

2 

8 

5 

. 

5 

1952  •»(  •••  • • • 

* 

20 

2 

. 

2 

1953  •••  •••  • •• 

9 

5 

14 

5 

1 

6 

1954  •••  •»•  ••• 

6 

1 

7 

6 

- 

6 

1955  •*•  ••• 

11 

5 

16 

5 

m 

5 ! 

„ | 

REPORT  OF  THE 


SURVEYOR  AND  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1955 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Flaxton  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  report  upon  the  work  of  this  department  for 
the  year  1955. 

So  far  as  comments  are  necessary  on  services,  these  are  given  under  the  various 
Items  contained  in  the  report.  In  general,  the  provision  of  services  over  the  years  has 

resulted  to  a very  large  extent,  possibly  unusually  large  for  a rural  authority,  in  the 
provision  of  what  are  generally  termed  essential  services  throughout  the  bulk  of  the  district. 

We  had  achieved  in  the  previous  year  the  provision  of  water  services  which  made  a 
supply  of  water  from  the  Council's  mains  available  to  all  dwellinghouses  throughout  the 
district,  not  only  in  the  villages  but  to  the  Isolated  farms  and  every  other  inhabited  building. 
Wo  hod  achieved  prior  to  the  previous  year  the  collection  of  domestic  refuse  throughout  the 
whole  area,  excluding  the  isolated  properties,  and  to  a large  measure  the  provision  of  proper 
sewerage  and  sewage  treatment  plant  to  the  majority  of  the  villages.  During  the  year 

some  schemes  in  the  smaller  villages  have  been  completed,  commenced  or  approved. 

The  problem  for  the  future  would  appear  to  me  now  to  centre  principally  upon 
catering  for  the  ever  continuing  development  which  goes  on  in  the  district,  and  to  expand 
and  enlarge  the  services  provided  to  cope  with  the  increasing  demands  which  are  being  made 
upon  them.  This  may  prove  to  be  no  light  task,  bearing  in  mind  that  the  Council 

themselves  have  built  some  700  houses  in  the  area  post-war,  whilst  private  development  will 
have  added  in  the  region  of  850  houses  in  the  same  period.  I feel  from  time  to  time  how 

difficult  it  is  for  members  of  the  Council  to  obtain  a full  appreciation  of  the  extent  of  the 
continually  growing  plant  and  services  in  this  district.  The  extensive  acreage  of  this 

area  with  its  miles  of  water  mains,  its  long  lengths  of  sewers,  both  foul  and  surface  water, 
the  innumerable  private  sewers  serving  various  estates,  the  enormous  number  of  fittings  and 
iron  work  comprising  them,  the  plant  and  machinery  required  for  the  pumping  of  sewage,  and 
the  plant  and  machinery  for  the  treatment  of  sewage  and  the  scattered  nature  of  this  equipment, 
must  be  most  difficult  to  conceive  and  appreciate.  The  problem  of  maintenance  becomes 

year  by  year  greater,  and  as  the  age  of  this  plant  increases,  so  must  the  work  Involved  become 
heavier.  This  task  has  not  been  made  lighter  since  the  pre-war  years  by  the  difficulties 

of  staffing.  During  the  war,  27  different  clerks  were  employed  in  my  department,  and 

there  have  been  many  changes  in  the  years  that  have  followed.  Experienced  staff  are 

never  obtained,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  technical  staff,  all  new  comers  both  Indoor  and 
outdoor  staff,  have  had  no  experience  whatever  of  Local  Government  work.  Neither  with 
workmen  nor  with  clerical  staff  is  it  possible  to  have  any  choice  in  appointments,  but  one  must 
perforce  accept  what  is  available. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Council  for  their  help  and 
understanding  and  in  many  cases  tolerance  in  dealing  with  the  problems  which  of  necessity 
in  an  area  of  this  kind,  changing  and  increasing  as  it  is,  arise  from  time  to  time.  I 
would  also  like  to  say  how  much  the  co-operation  and  enthusiasm  of  the  staff,  both  Indoor  and 
outdoor,  mean  to  me  in  the  day  by  day  administration  of  the  duties  which  fall  upon  me. 


I am, 

Mr.  chairman.  Ladles  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  PARKER, 


Surveyor  & chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA,  1955 


TABLE  NO.l 


Bossall-wl th-Buttercrambe 

Claxton  

Clifton  Without  

Earswl ck  

Flaxton  ...  ... 

Gate  Helmsley  ...  ...  ... 

Harton  

Haxby  

Heworth  Without  

Holtby  

Huntington  

Lining  

Murton  

New  Earswl ck  

Osbaldwlck  ...  ...  ... 

Rawollffo  

Sand  Hutton  

Skelton  

Stockton-on-Forest  

Strensall  

Camp  

Towthorpc ... 

Upper  Helmsley  ...  ... 

Warthlll  ....  

Wlgglnton  

TOTALS 


No.  of 
Houses 

Estimated 

Population 

Acreage 

40 

128 

2,691 

57 

182 

838 

993 

3,178 

972 

79 

253 

1,111 

102 

326 

1,865 

61 

195 

497 

28 

90 

2,004 

735 

2,352 

2,206 

206 

659 

854 

30 

96 

901 

1,129 

3,633 

1,850 

51 

163 

1,769 

116 

371 

844 

699 

2,237 

784 

549 

1,757 

64 5 

285 

912 

785 

48 

154 

2,242 

214 

685 

2,428 

218 

698 

3,268 

371 

1,187 

2,909 

169 

921 

36 

115 

1,075 

12 

38 

833 

52 

166 

1,004 

117 

374 

1,880 

6,397 

20,850 

36,254 

TABLE  NO. 2 


ESTIMATED  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  PER  SWELLING  HOUSE 


1901  Census 
1911  ■ 

1921  " 

1931  " 

1939  " 

1951  ■ 

1952  (Estimated) 

1953  ■ 

1954  « 

1955  " 


Wo 

4.39 

4.29 

3.83 

3.75 

3.81 

3.51 

3.31 

3.32 
3.20 


average  of  persons  per  house 
n n it 

HUH 


(National  Registration) 


* 11  r 

» n 1* 


0 II  M 

« l»  II 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

There  have  been  no  extensions  of  water  mains  during  the  year,  apart  from  those  added  to 
various  housing  estate  developments. 


in  the  parish  of  Strensall,  there  has  been  a loss  of  pressure  at  peak  demand  periods 
principally  mld-moming  on  Monday  of  each  week.  Whilst  people  have  not  been  without  water, 

for  a short  period  there  has  been  an  Insufficient  supply  to  feed  first  floor  fittings.  This  was 


due  primarily  to  Insufficient  capacity  of  the  mains  viiich  during  the  year  were  fed  from  the  east  end 
of  the  village  by  the  Ryedale  supply  and  disconnected  from  the  supply  of  the  York  waterworks  company 
which  entered  the  village  from  the  west  end.  There  is  a considerable  head  of  water  in  the 

Ryedale  main  which  might  well  have  given  an  adequate  supply  but  for  the  fact  that  the  old  mains 
would  not  stand  the  pressure  available.  During  the  year,  therefore,  the  council  agreed  to  a 

link  main  from  the  Ryedale  source  at  the  east  end  of  the  village,  connecting  in  to  the  feed  mains  at 
the  west  end  of  the  village.  At  the  end  of  the  year  supplies  of  the  necessary  materials 

which  had  been  ordered  were  being  awaited.  It  is  hoped  when  this  is  complete,  that  the  diffi- 
culties referred  to  in  this  parish  will  be  adequately  met.  This  is  a typical  example  of  the 

increasing  demand  for  water  due  to  larger  consumption  and  to  considerable  building  development. 

This  problem  of  increasing  demand  may  well  in  the  future  give  rise  to  similar  problems  particularly 
in  the  parishes  of  Skelton,  Rawcliffe  and  Stockton-on-F orest. 

Haxby  & Wlgglnton 

These  parishes  are  supplied  from  the  York  Waterworks  Company,  and  for  similar  reasons  of 
building  development  and  increased  consumption  within  the  statutory  area  of  that  body,  the  tendency 
is  to  continually  reducing  pressure.  It  is  hoped  that  there  may  be  some  Improvement  when  the 

Tower  now  being  built  on  Si ward  Hill  is  completed,  but  one  cannot  help  feeling  that  the  rapid  Increase 
in  the  number  of  properties  to  be  served  over  the  company's  very  wide  area  may  well  absorb  the  whole 
of  the  improvement  hoped  for  by  the  time  it  is  completed.  There  would  appear  to  be  a general 

tendency  for  improvements  In  the  distribution  system  to  lag  behind  the  increased  demand. 


In  the  Council* s area,  the  estimated  number  of  properties,  dwellinghouses,  business  and 
Industrial, is  6,5/16.  Of  these  properties,  6,4o8  have  a piped  supply  of  water  laid  on  to  the 

premises,  58  are  obtaining  their  supplies  from  standpipes  within  200*  of  the  houses,  and  82  are  still 
obtaining  water  from  wells  and  similar  sources.  There  is  no  reason  whatever  for  the  continuance 

of  their  present  supplies  of  houses  not  connected  to  a main  of  the  local  authority.  water  mains 
are  in  fact  laid  along  the  highway  to  the  nearest  point  on  the  highway  to  the  property  itself. 


The  number  of  samples  of  water  taken  for  examination  during  the  year  is  5 from  the 
Ryedale  supply,  one  chemical  and  four  bacteriological,  6 from  the  York  supply,  all  bacteriological, 
and  one  from  a well  supply,  also  bacteriological.  The  result  of  the  sample  taken  from  the 

well  was  unsatisfactory,  and  as  the  house  is  one  which  is  likely  to  be  the  subject  of  demolition 
order  procedure,  the  occupants  were  warned  that  all  water  must  be  throughly  boiled.  The  remaining 
samples  were  all  satisfactory,  and  a typical  report  is  set  out  in  respect  of  bacteriological  examina- 


tion of  water  from  each  of  the  two  bulk  supplies  upon  which  the  area  depends.  Also  set  out  Is 
the  result  of  the  chemical  examination  of  the  Ryedale  water. 

EXAMINATION  OF  SAMPLES  OF  WATER 

Nature  of  sample  Samples  Taken  Satis.  un satis. 

Chem.  Bact  chem.  Bact  Chen.  Bact. 

1 11  1 10  - 1 

Bacteriological  Examination  Reports 

1.  Source  of  supply:  Ryedale  Joint  Board.  Situation:  Public  mains  supply,  Flaxton. 

Plate  count.  Yeastrel  agar  2 days  37°C. aerobically 7 per  ml, 

probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  Macconkey  2 days,  37°  c 9 per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  ml. 


2.  source  of  supply:  York  Waterworks  Company.  situation:  Public  mains  supply  at  stockton- 


0 _ on-Forest. 

Plate  Count.  Yeastral  agar  2 days  37  c.  aerobically 7 per  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MaoConkey  2 days,  37°c 9 per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  7 per  100  ml. 


Chemical  Examination  Report 


Source  of  supply:  Ryedale  Joint  Board.  situation:  public  mains  supply.  Gate  Helmsley. 


Appearance:  clear  and  bright.  Odour  on  warning:  None,  colour  of  2*  column  (Lovlbond  Units):  - 

Sediment:  None.  Reaction:  pH  * 7*4  Action  on  bright  service  lead  during 

12  hours None. 

The  sample  contains: 


Total  solids,  dried  at  100 °C  

Chlorides  equivalent  to  chlorine  

Nitrates  equivalent  to  nitrogen  

Nitrites  equivalent  to  nitrogen  

Free  and  saline  ammonia  

Albuminoid  ammonia  

Oxidation  demand  during  4 hours  at  26.7^ 

from  potassium  permanganate  

sodium  hypochlorite 

Metallic  contamination  

Hardness  (Clark  degrees) 

Temporary,  removable  by  boiling  

Permanent,  after  boiling  


TOTAL 


Grains  per  gallon  Parts  per  100,000  gallon 


22.96 

32.80 

1.33 

1.90 

0.14 

0.20 

Nil 

Nil 

0.0000 

0.0000 

0.0003 

0.0004 

0.002  0.003 


Nil 

Nil 

13.2 

18.8 

_3i7 

5.3 

16.9 

24a 

The  above  results  show  this  to  be  a hard  water,  but  otherwise  quite  satisfactory  for  public  supply* 


TABLE  SHOWING  WATER  SUPPLY  POSITION  IN  EACH  PARISH 


The  difference  betv/een  the  number  of  properties  shown  in  tills  table  and  the  figure  referred  to  earlier  in  the  report  under  the  heading  "Water  Supplies"  lies 
:In  the  fact  that  this  table  deals  with  the  number  of  dwellinghouses  only. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


One  sewage  disposal  scheme  to  the  village  of  Warthlll  was  completed  during  the  year,  and  work 
on  a further  scheme  for  Holtby  was  commenced.  A scheme  for  the  village  of  sand  Hutton  received 

Ministry  approval,  but  no  starting  date  could  be  given.  Apart  from  these  works,  no  extensions 

of  sewers  have  been  laid  other  than  those  required  for  housing  development. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  of  the  24  parishes  In  the  area,  18  were  provided  with  sewage  disposal 
by  modern  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  or  Into  modern  sewers  discharging  Into  those  of  the  city  of  York 
authority.  As  already  stated,  the  scheme  for  one  further  parish  was  commenced,  and  one  scheme 

had  received  Ministry  approval,  but  no  starting  date,  leaving  only  four  parishes,  three  of  which  are  far 
too  small  and  scattered  to  Justify  any  scheme,  and  one,  the  parish  of  Lining  where  a scheme  already  before 
the  Ministry  Is  held  in  abeyance. 

Strong  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  in  connection  with  alleged  pollution  of  open 
watercourses  running  through  In  the  one  case  the  village  of  Osbaldwlck  and  In  the  other  the  village  of 
New  Earswlck. 

in  the  village  of  Osbaldwlck,  a modern  sewage  disposal  plant  erected  some  few  years  ago  discharges 
its  effluent  Into  the  watercourse.  There  was  evidence  of  humus  from  the  humus  tanks  In  the  beck,  but 

no  evidence  of  sradLl  was  established  except  on  an  occasion  when  the  works  were  for  a short  period  not 
functioning  normally.  There  Is  a main  stream  running  through  the  village  and  a small  subsidiary 

beck  running  along  the  highway  for  a comparatively  short  distance  through  the  village,  and  It  was  Into  this 
latter  that  the  effluent  was  discharging.  The  diversion  of  the  effluent  Into  the  main  stream  was 

requested  and  was  carried  out,  and  It  appears  to  have  met  the  complaints. 

In  the  second  case  of  New  Earswlck  village,  the  watercourse  known  as  Westfield  Beck  flows  through 
agricultural  lands  from  the  village  of  Wlgginton  through  to  New  Earswlck,  a distance  of  some  three  miles. 

At  a point  approximately  1A  miles  above  the  village  Is  situated  a bacteriological  filtration  plant  put  In 
originally  for  an  estate  development  of  some  65  houses,  which  was  subsequently  taken  over  by  the  local 
authority  some  years  ago  and  maintained  by  then  since  that  date.  Similarly  at  a point  approximately 

A mile  north  of  the  village  there  Is  another  estate  sewage  disposal  plant  serving  some  50  houses,  again 
maintained  by  the  local  authority  for  some  many  years.  There  has  been  difficulty  in  confirming  this 

smell,  although  on  one  or  two  occasions  where  there  has  been  a temporary  failure  in  the  plant,  there  has 
been  some  pollution  of  the  beck  by  untreated  sewage.  The  beck  was  cleaned  out  of  sludge,  but  it  was 

considered  to  be  unsatisfactory  by  the  tenants  of  New  Earswlck  despite  the  action  taken.  This  matter 
is  still  under  consideration,  and  the  Council  have  been  recommended  to  consider  the  abolition  of  the 
Hllbra  Works  and  their  connection  to  the  Haxby  sewerage  scheme  In  which  parish  they  lie. 

The  Council  have  also  been  asked  to  give  consideration  to  the  connection  of  the  Park  Avenue 
development,  which  Is  within  the  parish  of  New  Earswlck,  to  the  New  Earswlck  sewerage  scheme. 

There  have  been  some  complaints  as  to  the  offensiveness  of  the  gutters  In  the  villages  of  Flaxton, 
Stockton-on-Forest  and  Gate  Helmsley.  In  these  villages  the  cause  Is  due  to  the  continued  discharge 

of  sewage  by  properties  in  the  villages  who  have  not  yet  connected  to  the  new  sewerage  scheme  provided 
by  the  Council.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  urge  connections,  but  unfortunately  this  Is  a somewhat 

slow  process,  particularly  bearing  in  mind  the  limitation  of  the  legislation  available,  unless  the  Council 
themselves  propose  at  the  general  rate  expense  to  undertake  these  connections.  Bearing  in  mind  the 

fact  that  most  of  the  drainage  of  the  properties  In  the  village  Is  defective  and  unsatisfactory  and  also 
taking  surface  water  as  well  as  foul  water,  this  would  not  be  an  altogether  satisfactory  remedy. 


SCHEDULE  OF  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  SCHEMES  IN  THE  AREA 


Parishes  served 

Length  of 

Sower 

Yards 

Year  of 

Installation 

1 

Outfall 

Strensall 

2,870 

1919 

Council’s  works  at  strensall 

Clifton  without 

810 

1927/1930 

1932 

York  sewers 

Rawcliffe 

580 

1935 

York  sewers 

Earswlck 

695 

1937 

Council’s  works  at  Haxby 

Huntington 

4,760 

1937 

council’s  works  at  Haxby 

Haxby 

4,950 

1937 

Council's  works  at  Haxby 

Wlgginton 

770 

1937 

Council’s  works  at  Haxby 

Osbaldwlck  & Murton 

3,710 

1937 

Council's  works  at  Osbaldwlck 

Rawcliffe 

2,650 

1938 

Council's  works  at  Rawcliffe 

Skelton 

1,270 

1938 

Council's  works  at  Rawcliffe 

S.  Back  Lane,  Haxby 

1,580 

1938 

Council's  works  at  Haxby 

Huntington  Road 

200 

1938 

Council's  works  at  Haxby 

Skelton  ext. 

46o 

1938 

Council's  works  at  Rawcliffe 

Mill  Lane,  Wlgginton 

850 

1951 

Council's  works  at  Haxby 

Claxton 

376 

1952 

Council's  works  at  claxton 

Stockton-on-Forest  ) 

Hopgrove  ) 

836 

282 

1953 

Council's  works  at  Stockton- 
on-Forest 

Flaxton 

1,825 

1953 

Council's  works  at  Flaxton 

Gate  Helmsley 

2,368 

1954 

Council's  works  at  Gate  Helmsle; 

Warthlll 

637 

1955 

Council's  works  at  Warthlll 

Buttercrambe 

70 

1955 

Council's  works  at  Buttercrambe 

DISPOSAL  WORKS 


- 36  - 

DETAILS  OF  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS  & PUMPING  STATIONS 


Situation 

<rea  of  Land 

Acres 

Nunber  and  size 
of  filter  beds 

Number  and  capacity 
of  settlement  tanks 

Strensall 

3 

2 x 27'  x 22» 

1 x 10,000  gallons 

Haxby  (wigginton,  Earswick, 
Huntington) 

64 

4 x 51*  dla. 

4 x 16,000  gallons 

Osbaldwick  (Murton) 

34 

1 x 51'  dla. 

2 x 9,000  gallons 

Rawcllffe  (Skelton) 

3 

2 x 6o*  dla. 

2 x 25,000  gallons 

Claxton 

1 

1 x 29'  dla. 

2 x 2,250  gallons 

Galtres  (Heworth) 

4 

1 x 29'  dla. 

1 x 4,000  gallons 

Park  Avenue  (New  Earswick  part) 

4 

1 x 25'  dla. 

2 x 3,000  gallons 

H libra  (Haxby  part) 

4 

1 x 25'  dla. 

2 x 1,000  gallons 

Bean's  (Heworth) 

4 

1 x 9*6"  dla. 

2 x 250  gallons 

Stockton 

14 

2 x 32'  dla. 

2 x 7,500  gallons 

Flaxton 

1 

1 x 34*  dla. 

2 x 2,500  gallons 

Gate  Helnsley 

14 

2 x 39'  dla. 

2 x 7,500  gallons 

Warthlll 

4 

1 x 20'  dla. 

2 x 1,000  gallons. 

New  Earswick 

Maintained  by 

J.R.V.T. 

PUMPING  STATIONS 


Initial 

Letter 

Situation 

Horse 

Power  of 
Pumps 

Size  of 

Pumps 

Output  - in 
gallons  per 
minute 

A 

Landing  Lane 

6 

4" 

200 

B 

Westfield  Lane 

3 

3" 

100 

C 

Park  Estate 

3 

3" 

60 

E 

Mill  Hill 

16 

5" 

4oo 

F 

Earswick 

4 

3" 

50 

G 

Meadowfields 

74 

4" 

250 

H 

Osbaldwick 

12 

4" 

350 

K 

Fairfield 

3 

3" 

120 

L 

Rawcllffe  Lodge 

124 

4" 

280 

M 

Mental  Hospital 

3 

3" 

100 

- 

Rawcllffe  Lane 

3 

3" 

120 

- 

Bean's 

3 

2" 

60 

- 

Park  AYenue 

2 

3" 

50 

- 

Hi lbra 

3 

2" 

50 

- 

Stockton 

4 

3" 

75 

- 

Hopgrove  Lane 

5 

3" 

60 

m 

Warthlll 

30 

gallon  Ejector 

• " 

S trensall 

3 

3" 

75 

SEWAGE 

METHODS  OF  DISPOSAL  - PERCENTAGE  ANALYSIS 

Properties  connected  to  proper  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  plants: 

(a)  Via  councils  sewers  to  Council's  disposal  works  . ..  ...  ...  53*10# 

(b)  via  council's  sewers  to  York  City  sewers  ...  ...  20*29# 

(c)  Drained  to  private  works  producing  a satisfactory  effluent  ...  12.29#  85.68# 

properties  connected  to  other  neons  of  disposal: 

(a)  To  old  village  sewers  discharging  to  watercourse  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  to  cesspools  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

100.00# 


3*72# 

10.60#  14.32# 
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PROPERTIES  SERVED  BY  SCHEMES  OF  SEWERAGE 


Parish 

Total 

Houses 
served  by 

Outfall  of  properties  connected 

Houses 

Scheme 

Council1  s 

sewers  and 
disposal  works 

City 

Sewers 

Private 

Di sposal 
Works 

Old 

Sewers 

Cess- 
pools etc. 

Bossall  with  Butter- 
crambe 

4o 

7 

7 

33 

Claxton 

57 

50 

25 

- 

- 

20 

12 

Clifton  Without 

993 

993 

53 

932 

- 

- 

8 

Earswi ck 

79 

63 

56 

- 

- 

5 

18 

Flaxton 

102 

83 

48 

- 

- 

15 

39 

Gate  Helmsley 

61 

61 

27 

- 

- 

32 

2 

Harton 

28 

25 

4 

- 

- 

18 

6 

Haxby 

735 

708 

645 

- 

- 

24 

66 

Heworth  Without 

206 

165 

85 

83 

- 

- 

38 

Holtby 

30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 

17 

Huntington 

1,129 

1,122 

1,091 

- 

- 

3 

35 

Lilling 

51 

51 

- 

- 

- 

18 

33 

Murtcn 

116 

77 

77 

- 

- 

•• 

39 

New  Earswick 

699 

692 

75 

* 

617 

- 

7 

Osbaldwi ck 

549 

525 

374 

136 

- 

- 

39 

Rawcliffo 

285 

265 

122 

147 

- 

- 

16 

Sand  Hutton 

48 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4o 

8 

Skelton 

214 

195 

195 

- 

- 

- 

19 

Stockton-on-F orest 

218 

140 

90 

- 

- 

33 

95 

Strensall 

371 

358 

358 

- 

- 

- 

13 

Camp 

169 

- 

- 

- 

169 

- 

- 

Towthorpe 

36 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

36 

Upper  Helmsley 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

warthill 

52 

32 

12 

- 

- 

m 

4o 

Wigginton 

117 

71 

53 

** 

17 

47 

TOTALS 

6,397 

5,683 

3,397 

1,298 

786 

238 

678 

MAINTENANCE 

In  the  last  report,  I did  draw  attention  to  the  ever  increasing  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable 
labour  for  the  work  of  maintenance.  During  the  past  year,  this  problem  reached  serious  proportions. 

Not  only  was  there  a shortage  of  labour,  but  the  frequent  changes  of  workmen,  new  to  their  various  tasks, 
together  with  the  unsuitability  of  certain  elements  of  labour  employed,  resulted  in  neglect  of  the  machinery, 
plant  and  general  works.  Such  neglect  does  not  give  economical  administration  and  produces  risks  of 

breakdown  in  the  public  services  with  resultant  public  objections.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the 

position  had  been  clarified  and  to  a very  limited  extent  adjusted  and  reorganised,  but  conditions  at  the  end 
of  the  year  were  far  from  satisfactory.  The  more  serious  aspect  of  this  problem  to  my  mind  is  the  non- 
availability of  labour  which  is  suitable  for  the  particular  requirements  in  hand.  I have  no  doubt  that 

whilst  suitable  men  can  be  obtained,  the  graded  rates  available  to  local  government  eraployeesare  insufficient 
to  attract  the  type  of  man  who  is  required,  bearing  in  mind  industrial  competition  with  wages  including  bonus 
earnings,  unlimited  overtime,  canteen  facilities,  and  other  attractions. 

The  plant,  machinery  and  equipment  of  the  Authority  is  being  added  to  annually,  and  the  maint- 
enance problem  is  in  consequence  increasing.  As  the  Council  will  recall,  there  have  been  added  in  recent 

years  schemes  of  sewerage,  sewage  disposal  plants,  (some  of  them  involving  one  or  more  pumping  stations),  in 
the  villages  of  Gate  Helnsley,  Warthill,  Stock ton-on-Forest  (including  the  Hopgrove  end  of  Huntington),  claxton, 
Harton,  Buttercrambe  and  Flaxton.  The  sewerage  of  Holtby  village,  its  disposal  plant  and  its  pumping 

station  is  at  present  in  hand,  together  with  the  prospect  of  the  taking  over  by  the  Council  of  the  whole  of  the 
New  Earswick  sewerage,  involving  a large  sewerage  system,  disposal  plant  and  two  pumping  stations,  serving  a 
population  of  some  2,500  people,  to  say  nothing  of  the  need  for  enlarging  existing  plant  due  to  the  increasing 
population. 


The  number  of  outdoor  staff  in  relation  to  this  increase  in  plant  and  equipment  has  not  progressed 
proportionately,  and  the  Council  will  no  doubt  remember  that  the  costs  of  maintenance  originally  included  in 
these  schemes  have  not  been  taken  up  in  administration  at  the  present  time.  A further  factor  not  to 

be  overlooked  is  that  the  disposal  plants  serving  the  bulk  of  the  population  in  the  area  were  all  constructed 
some  20  years  ago  and  earlier,  and  plant  and  machinery  which  has  not  been  renewed  naturally  requires  increased 
maintenance.  Much  of  it  is  in  fact  purchased  on  a 15  year  loan  which  has  no®  expired. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  tables  which  are  set  out  in  the  report  show  that  there  is  a weekly  refuse  and  salvage 
collection  service  in  all  parishes  in  the  area. 

The  operation  of  this  service  during  the  year  under  review  has  continued  and  the  weekly 
collections  have  been  regularly  maintained.  The  labour  problem  in  connection  with  this  service,  whilst 

probably  involving  more  changes,  has  not  so  far  threatened  any  serious  consequences.  Replacements  are 

not  easy  to  obtain,  but  up  to  the  present  time  the  somewhat  higher  wages  paid  have  proved  to  be  attractive  to 
a certain  number  of  applicants.  This  is  a service  which  the  public  expect  to  operate  with  unfailing 

regularity,  but  it  is  not  without  its  problems  and  difficulties.  There  is  a greater  tendency  for  time 


/to 
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to  be  lost  on  account  of  sickness  in  this  service  than  in  others.  Long  absences  are  noted,  Just- 

ification for  which  is  not  always  obvious  to  the  lay  mind.  This  necessitates  immediate  transfer  of 
labour  from  general  maintenance,  and  general  maintenance  always  suffers  in  the  interests  of  maintaining 
refuse  collection,  despite  the  fact  that  in  many  aspects  general  maintenance  might  be  more  vital.  No 
stand-by  vehicle  is  available  for  this  service,  and  any  breakdown  or  hold  up  in  either  of  the  two  vehicles 
can  present  appreciable  difficulty.  During  the  year  one  vehicle  particularly  has  had  repeated  and 

in  some  cases  serious  breakdowns,  and  the  same  vehicle  has  far  too  often  been  *tip  fast'.  Delays  of 
this  kind  are  made  more  serious  by  the  fact  that  collections  being  at  the  gate,  the  day's  route  must  be 
completed  to  avoid  the  unemptied  bins  being  returned  by  householders  to  the  back  door,  which,  as  is 
obvious,  would  only  add  to  the  arrear  of  work.  This  again  can  only  be  accomplished  by  taking  the 

general  purposes  lorry  from  its  normal  work  on  maintenance  and  due  to  the  difficulties  in  loading,  in 
many  cases  additional  loaders.  The  present  method  of  collection  has  the  advantage  of  being  much 

less  costly  than  a door  to  door  collection,  but  the  door  to  door  collection  has  the  advantage  that  delays 
can  be  made  up  over  a longer  period  and  probably  more  economically.  Adjustments  can  also  be  more 

readily  made  where  a collecting  schedule  becomes  unbalanced  as  is  frequently  occurring  at  the  present 
tine  due  to  heavy  building  programmes  In  certain  parishes.  As  the  scheme  now  operates,  such  adjust- 

ments can  only  be  made  by  attempting  to  calculate  the  amended  day  and  time  when  collection  will  take  place, 
which  necessitates  house  by  house  notification  of  the  6,500  properties  in  the  area  on  each  occasion,  or 
each  house  affected  if  the  adjustments  can  be  limited  to  a particular  part  of  the  area.  Such  cal- 
culations are  most  difficult  in  view  of  the  absence  of  any  solid  basis  upon  which  to  work.  collection 

timing  varies  according  to  the  arrangement  of  the  houses,  according  to  the  arrangement  of  streets,  and  the 
distances  between  the  various  groups  of  properties.  The  yield  also  varies  very  widely  between 

parish  and  parish,  and  the  length  of  carry  to  the  tip  varies  between  one  part  of  the  district  and  another. 

Any  adjustment  to  collections  can  only  be  undertaken  therefore  in  extreme  necessity. 

With  reference  to  the  collection  of  salvage,  the  Council  will  no  doubt  notice  that  the  value 
of  salvage  sold  lias  risen  from  £673  in  1953  to  £1091  in  1955.  This  increase  in  value,  as  will  be 
noticed,  is  in  spite  of  an  appreciable  reduction  in  the  value  of  kitchen  waste  and  repeated  reductions 
in  the  prices  for  all  types  of  salvage  which  have  taken  place  over  the  same  period.  This  higher 

figure  on  the  lower  price  value  obtainable  represents  a considerable  increase  in  the  quantity  of  salvage 
collected.  Handling,  baling  and  marketing  all  represent  increased  labour,  I am,  however, 

pleased  that  we  are  still  able  to  collect  and  sell  salvagable  materials.  Many  authorities  by  reason 

of  falling  values  have  ceased  to  separate  and  market  salvage,  but  I feel  that  there  is  a tendency  to 
overlook  that  where  salvage  is  not  sold  and  any  available  profits  obtained,  its  disposal  by  tipping  and 
other  means  is  not  achieved  without  additional  labour,  which  adds  to  the  cost  of  collection  in  addition 
to  the  loss  of  profit. 

As  the  tables  show,  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping.  The  Ministry  have  Issued  recommend- 
ations that  all  tipping  should  be  controlled  and  clear  principles  are  laid  down  to  this  end.  in  general, 

they  provide  that  tipping  shall  not  take  plaoe  beyond  a given  maximum  depth,  and  covering  of  the  tip  and 
tipping  face  with  soil  shall  take  place  daily  to  prevent  nuisance.  Tipping  in  this  area  can  only 

be  said  to  be  partly  controlled.  Soil  coverage  is  not  undertaken.  The  cost  of  tip  mainten- 

ance is  considerably  increased  where  soil  has  to  be  obtained  and  carted  for  this  purpose,  or  even  where  it 
Is  excavated  and  put  aside  before  and  as  tipping  takes  place.  Where  mechanical  aids  can  be  Justified, 

the  task  is  lighter,  but  not  necessarily  less  costly.  Some  authorities  are  fortunate  in  having 

available  materials  which  are  suitable  for  tip  covering  which  have  to  be  disposed  of.  Flue  dust  and 
road  sweepings  are  typical  instances.  In  these  cases,  tip  covering  costs  are  not  a serious  problem. 

Soil  covering  costs  can  sometimes  be  offset  where  the  local  authority  buy  the  land  for  tipping  purposes 
and  are  able  to  dispose  of  the  site  at  an  appreciable  profit  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  land  is 
reclaimed  for  a useful  purpose  by  its  filling  in  and  levelling  over;  in  other  words,  reclamation.  The 
two  tips  at  present  in  operation  are  fortunately  some  distance  from  properties  and  the  necessity  for  soil 
covering  is  not  as  important  as  It  otherwise  would  be. 

The  tipping  of  refuse,  however,  can  give  rise  to  problems  that  Justify  careful  and  repeated 
consideration.  Tip  fires  arise  from  the  activities  of  unauthorised  persons  burning  materials  on  the 
site,  in  sunny  weather  by  tip  glass  acting  as  burning  glass,  by  spontaneous  combustion  (not  prevalent  on 
our  tips),  and  by  householders  putting  bins  out  for  collection  after  emptying  burning  ash  which  can  be 
smouldering  when  tipped.  In  these  instances  the  tip  can  become  dangerous  to  vehicles  and  persons, 

and  any  consolidation  of  the  tip  is  lost  where  deep  seated  fires  are  burning,  and  such  fires  are  not  easy 
to  put  out.  vehicles  can  become  tip  fast  under  such  conditions.  They  can  also  become  tip  fast 

by  the  tip  being  insufficiently  consolidated  to  carry  the  weight  of  the  vehicle,  especially  close  to  the 
tipping  face.  The  experienced  driver  can  In  most  cases  extricate  the  vehicle  with  little  damage, 

but  the  inexperienced  driver  can  cause  serious  damage  to  the  vehicle  transmission  and  to  the  walls  of  the 
tyres  by  spinning  the  wheels  in  the  refuse  which  contains  so  much  sharp  edged  tin  and  broken  glass. 

An  appreciable  saving  In  time  of  actual  collection  could  take  place  if  the  vehicles  could  tip  away  from 
the  tipping  face,  but  such  a practice  would  be  costly  In  manual  labour  to  level  the  tipped  refuse,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  some  100  tons  per  week.  The  availability  of  suitable  mechanical  plant  either  hired  or 

purchased  would  of  course  simplify  the  work  but  might  be  heavy  in  cost,  but  tipping  turn  round  would  certain- 
ly be  quicker,  and  they  would  always  be  operating  on  a consolidated  surface.  The  savings  would  be  in 

time  of  operating  on  both  teams,  to  a large  extent  damage  by  cut  tyres,  time  lost  by  releasing  tip  fast 
vehicles,  and  damage  to  transmission  in  vehicles  endeavouring  to  extricate  themselves.  as  against 
this  would  be  the  capital  and  maintenance  costs  of  comparatively  expensive  machinery.  I do  not  at 

the  moment  see  any  saving  in  adopting  mechanisation,  but  1 think  that  an  Immediate  requirement  Is  some  form 
of  tracking  which  might  enable  tip  face  tipping  to  continue  without  tip  fast  vehicles.  Suitable 

tracking  Is  not  easily  available.  It  must  be  of  sufficient  strength  to  withstand  the  weight,  whilst 

being  easily  moved  from  one  part  of  the  tip  to  another.  Metal  sheets  have  been  tried,  but  these  have 

been  stolen  for  their  scrap  metal  value,  and  replacement  would  no  doubt  result  In  repeated  theft.  There 
are  several  patented  forms  of  tracking  on  the  market,  but  our  experience  of  them  in  use  is  that  they  do 
not  meet  our  needs. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  - WHOLE  AREA  BY  DIRECT  LABOUR 


Parish  or  village 

No.  of 
Properties 
served 

Population 

Means  of  Disposal 

Bossall  with 

Buttercranbe 

28 

90 

Controlled  tipping  at: 

Towthorpe 

Claxton  

48 

154 

n 

Clifton  Wi thout  •••  ••• 

983 

3,146 

Skelton 

Earswlck  ... 

71 

227 

Towthorpe 

Flaxton  ...  

84 

269 

tt 

Gate  Helmsley 

54 

173 

it 

Harton  

24 

77 

n 

Haxby  

693 

2,218 

11 

He worth  without  

184 

589 

It 

Holtby  

17 

54 

It 

Huntington  

1,097 

3,510 

It 

Llllings  Anbo  

42 

134 

It 

Murton  ...  

114 

365 

It 

New  Earswlck  

665 

2,218 

It 

Osbaldwi ck  

431 

1,379 

It 

Rawcllffe  

281 

899 

Skelton 

Sand  Hutton  

39 

125 

Towthorpe 

Skelton  

181 

579 

Skelton 

Stockton-on-Forest  ..  ... 

180 

576 

Towthorpe 

Strensall  

340 

1,088 

It 

Towthorpo ... 

33 

106 

ft 

Upper  Helnsley  

10 

32 

It 

War thill  

33 

106 

tt 

Wlgglnton 

94 

301 

It 

TOTALS  • • • • • • 

5,726 

18,415 

SALVAGE 

Details  of  the  collection  of  salvage  for  the  last  three  years  are  set  out  below: 


1953 


1954 


1955 


Material 

Wei  ght 

Value 

Tons 

Cwts  Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Woollens 

3 

2 

7 

22 

11 

2 

Bagging 

1 

1 

23 

19 

4 

Carpets 

1 

8 

61 

1 

3 

Rags 

2 

11 

2 

14 

11 

9 

Mixed  Waste  paper 

85 

12 

1 

0 

441 

7 

6 

Kitchen  Waste (Estimated) 

63 

0 

0 

0 

146 

10 

0 

TOTAL 

151 

9 

0 

24 

£673 

1 

0 

Material 

Weight 

Value 

Tons 

Cwts  Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£ 

Si 

d. 

Woollens 

3 

2 

12 

25 

5 

0 

Scrap  Metal 

14 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

Bagging 

1 

18 

3 

8 

Rags 

2 

19 

1 

0 

72 

7 

6 

Mixed  waste  Paper 

97 

18 

2 

0 

640 

19 

10 

Cardboard  containers 

10 

7 

1 

0 

93 

5 

3 

Bundles  of  rags 

3 

10 

0 

Kitchen  Waste  (Estimated) 

56 

0 

0 

0 

130 

16 

3 

TOTAL 

168 

3 

0 

2 

£969 

10 

6 

Material 

Weight 

value 

Tons 

Cwts  Qrs. 

Lbs* 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Woollens 

2 

0 

8 

14 

18 

0 

Rags 

2 

19 

2 

1 

74 

15 

4 

Mixed  waste  Paper 

84 

14 

1 

0 

693 

18 

8 

cardboard 

16 

17 

0 

0 

163 

7 

6 

Bundles  of  rags 

1 

0 

0 

Mixed  scrap  Iron 

3 

0 

0 

13 

10 

0 

Cast  Iron  Scrap 

1 

14 

0 

0 

8 

10 

0 

Cast  Iron 

1 

1 

0 

0 

6 

6 

0 

Kitchen  Waste  (Estimated) 

45 

0 

0 

0 

114 

18 

7 

TOTAL  152  10  3 9 £1,091  4 1 
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POOD  SALVAGE 


There  is  little  comment  to  make  in  this  connection.  The  number  of  bins  distributed 

in  the  area  has  been  reduced  during  the  year  under  review  from  77  in  1951  to  33  at  present.  The 
table  which  follows  shov/s  the  number  of  bins  available  for  the  collection  of  food  waste  for  the  past 
five  years.  This  reduction  is  of  course  due  to  the  council* s resolution  that  if  the  occupiers 

of  property  in  the  vicinity  of  food  salvage  bins  complain  that  they  are  a nuisance  to  then,  they  are  to 
be  withdrawn  from  service  and  not  replaced.  The  fact  that  there  are  still  33  remaining  seems  to 

indicate  that  there  are  still  many  rate  payers  who  find  them  of  use  in  enabling  them  to  dispose  of 
waste  food  perhaps  more  hygienlcally  in  spite  of  their  many  fallings  and  shortcomings  than  by  all  house- 
holders placing  their  waste  food  into  the  domestic  refuse  bln.  In  my  experience  one  of  the  most 

objectionable  aspects  of  refuse  collection  and  refuse  tips  has  been  the  large  quantities  of  offensive 
waste  food  which  they  contained  prior  to  the  inauguration  of  kitchen  waste  collection,  causing  as  it  did 
foulness  of  the  bins  at  the  houses  and  foulness  of  the  tips,  which  in  turn  attracted  great  numbers  of 
rats  and  other  vermin.  The  value  of  kitchen  waste  sold  from  this  small  number  of  bins  was 

£114,  18.  7.,  which  figure  is  included  in  the  value  of  salvage  amounting  to  £1091  to  which  I have 
referred  previously. 


No.  of  bins  distributed 


Parish 


1952 

1952 

1954 

1955 

Clifton  Without/Rawcliffe  ...  ... 

28 

27 

27 

22 

Haxby  

12 

12 

11 

11 

Huntington  ...  

5 

3 

- 

- 

NewEarswlck  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

31 

31 

31 

- 

TOTALS 

76 

73 

69 

33 

SCHOOLS 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  schools  which  are  situate  within  the  counci l»s  area, 
together  with  certain  statistical  information.  It  will  be  noticed  that  there  are  only  two 

schools  which  are  without  proper  sanitary  accommodation  Including  water  closets.  In  the  case  of 

Barton,  the  village  is  now  sewered  and  the  conversions  ore  programmed  by  the  Education  Authority  and 
should  be  shortly  dealt  with.  In  the  other  case,  sand  Hutton,  a scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  this 

village  has  been  before  the  Ministry  for  some  time  and  has  received  their  approval  but  no  starting  date 
has  been  fixed.  The  conversion  of  accommodation  at  this  school  will  be  dependent  upon  the 

installation  and  completion  of  this  scheme. 


School 

Situation 

No.  of 
Pupils 

Sanitary 

Accommoda- 

tion 

Water 

Supply 

Canon  A.R.  Lee  County  Modern 

Rawcliffe  Lane, 

Clifton  Without 

289 

Water  closets 
Wash  basins 

York  waterworks 
Co, 

Clifton  Junior  School 

Rawcliffe  Lane, 

Clifton  Without 

493 

do. 

do. 

C.  of  E.  School,  Flaxton 

Village  Street, 
Flaxton. 

25 

do. 

Ryedale  Mains 

C.  of  E.  School,  Harton 

Village  Street, 

Harton. 

25 

Pail  closets 
Wash  bowls 

Ryedale  Mains 

Haxby  school 

Station  Road, 

Haxby. 

201 

Water  closets 
Wash  basins 

York  waterworks 
Co. 

Huntington  school 

Strensall  Road, 
Huntington. 

157 

do. 

do. 

vJ.R.V.T.  Senior  School 

New  Earswlck. 

454 

do. 

Cl 

O 

• 

J.R.V.T.  Junior  school 

New  Earswlck. 

322 

do. 

a. 

0 

• 

Osbaldwick  School 

Osbaldwick 

118 

do. 

do. 

Sand  Hutton  School 

Sand  Hutton 

51 

Pall  closets 
Wash  bowls 

Ryedale  Mains 

Skelton  School 

Skelton 

68 

Water  closets 
Wash  basins 

York  Waterworks 
CO. 

Stockton-on-Forest  School 

Village  Street, 
Stockton-on-Forest 

66 

water  closets 
Wash  basins 

Ryedale  Mains 

Strensall  school 

Strensall 

121 

Water  closets 
Wash  basins 

York  waterworks 
Co. 

Warthl 11  school 

warthill 

21 

Water  closets 
Wash  basins 

Ryedale  Mains 

Wigginton  School 

Mill  Lane, 

Wigginton. 

35 

Water  closets 
Wash  basins 

York  Waterworks 
Co. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


The  tables  required,  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  are  set  out  below: 


FACTORIES 

Mechani cal 


Bakeries  . ... 5 

Breweries  1 

Brick  making  . 2 

Caravan  construction  1 

Clothing  manufacturers 1 

Concrete  clock  making 1 

Engineering  works  1 

Firewood  - saved  11s  3 

Furniture  manufacturers  1 

Joinery  4 

Motor  vehicle  repairs 18 

Paper  baling  2 

Scientific  instruments  1 

Tanneries  2 

Letter  press  printing  1 

Laundry 1 


45 

Outworkers  23 


Non-Mechanical 


Grease  and  Dripping  Extraction  2 

Agricultural  Engineers  1 


INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 


Prerai ses 

Number  on 

Inspections 

Notices 

prosecutions 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Secs.  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  ..... 

Register 

3 

36 

(ii) 

Factories  not  Included  in 
(i)  above  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

45 

48 

(ill) 

Other  premises  in  which  Sec. 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


COMPLAINTS 


Number  of  general  complaints  received  188 

Number  of  general  complaints  investigated  188 

Number  where  action  taken  172 

Number  where  no  action  taken  16 

Number  of  Council  house  complaints  received  717 

Number  of  Council  house  complaints  Investigated  717 

Number  where  action  taken  657 

Number  where  no  action  taken  60 

Number  of  complaints  received  under  the  prevention  of  Damage 

by  Pests  Act  4 0 

Number  investigated  4 0 

Number  where  action  taken  4 0 

Number  where  no  action  taken  


TABLE  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal 


Notices  served  under  the: 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  129 

Housing  Act,  1936 7 

Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938  3 

Pests  Act,  1949 40 

Water  Act,  1945 


Statutory 

5 

7 


51 


- 22 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Ashplaces  and  ashblns  

Cesspools  and  sewage  tanks  

Closets  - water  

- Pail  

- Privies  

Complaints  

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Milkstores  

Drains  - inspected  

- tested  

Factories  

Food  Shops  - Bakehouses  

- Butchers  Shops  

- Fish  Shops 

- Grocers  shops  

- Ice  cream  

- Slaughterhouses 

- Other  Food  Shops  

- Food  inspections  

- Meat  inspections  

Housing  - Houses  Repairable  

- Not  repairable  

- Overcrowding 

Infectious  disease  investigation  

Meetings,  Interviews  and  Miscellaneous  visits 

Nuisances  found  

Offensive  Trade  premises  

Rats  & Mice  Destruction  

Re-inspections  - Housing  

« - Overcrowding  

" - Nuisances  

Samples  - Bact.  examination  (milk)  

- sediment  test  (water)  

- Water  

Schools  

Streets,  Roads,  Courts 

Tips 

Temporary  dwellings 

Verminous  premises 

Wells  

Water  supplies  

Workshops  and  workplaces  . . 

Buildings  - In  course  of  erection 

- sites  

- special  visits  

- building  licences  

- foundations  

- completed  houses  

- other  

Contravention  of  building  byelaws  

Dykes  and  watercourses  

Dangerous  structures  

Land  surveys  

Sewage  disposal  and  sewerage  works  

Sewers 

Temporary  bui  ldings 

C ounci 1 house  property 

Office  maintenance  

Petrol  stores  

Post  war  housing 

Refuse  collection  and  salvage  

Street  naming  

Housing  case  investigation  

Improvement  grants  

Housing  allocations  

Food  poisoning 

Housing  Repairs  & Rents  Act  

Street  Lighting  


7 

51 

1 

18 

7 

561 

15 

753 

933 

25 

8 

lk 

1 

7 

8 

366 

1 

1 

l,kkO 

363 

272 

1 

m 

312 


36 

3 

2 
5 

3 
1 

10 

1 

59 

12 

3 

3 

8 

2k 

5 

1,366 

89 

11 
33 
225 
180 
63 
3 

107 

23 

52 

116 

30 

12 

1,708 

1 

18 

9 

58 

2 

110 

6 

281 

1 

1 

3 


TOTAL 


9,967 


HOUSING 


The  requirements  of  the  Ministry  for  certain  housing  statistics  are  set  out  hereunder. 

Housing  is  a very  important  function  of  the  County  District  councils,  and  under  the 
legislation  currently  operative  presents  itself  in  two  or  three  different  aspects.  The  first 
aspect  of  housing  which  comes  to  mind,  probably  because  of  Its  prominence  for  a number  of  years.  Is 
that  of  the  provision  of  new  houses  for  those  without  a house  or  without  a suitable  house.  This 
phase  of  housing  need  Is  now  passing  to  the  phase  of  repair  and  reconditioning  of  existing  houses, 
coupled  with  the  provision  of  new  housing  by  private  enterprise.  under  the  first  phase,  this 

Council  have  continued  since  the  outbreak  of  war  a building  programme  for  general  requirements,  and 
are  now  the  owners  of  almost  700  houses,  655  of  which  have  been  erected  post  war  and  38  pre-war. 

The  following  tables  show  the  building  programme  of  these  houses,  together  with  the  various  sites 
upon  which  they  are  erected,  and  the  building  programme  of  houses  viilch  are  either  In  hand  or 
proposed. 


The  future  of  the  building  of  new  houses  Is  not  too  clear.  The  general  reaction 

of  your  council  appears  to  be  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  to  abandon  new  house  building,  apparently 
based  upon  the  Ministry's  decision  to  reduce  the  subsidy  previously  available,  and  possibly  abandon 
it  altogether  at  the  end  of  1956,  together  with  a general  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  the  Council  as 
to  whether  or  not  Council  properties  may  become  difficult  to  let  as  private  development  proceeds. 

This  tendency  will  possibly  lead  to  a building  up  of  the  number  of  applicants  waiting  for  rehousing, 
and  will  Increase  the  difficulties  of  providing  accommodation,  the  consequences  of  which  so  far  as 
one  can  visualise  will  be  that  applicants  will  have  a considerably  longer  waiting  period,  and  the 
general  level  of  hardship  will  be  higher  before  cases  can  be  dealt  with.  A difficult  problem 

in  this  connection  and  one  which  continually  exercises  ray  mind  Is  that  of  deciding  whether  or  not  in 

view  of  the  probable  cessation  of  building,  an  open  list  of  housing  applications  should  continue  to 
be  maintained,  when  there  would  apparently  be  an  increasingly  receding  hope  of  making  provision  for 
those  applying.  In  this  connection  so  much  will  depend  upon  the  number  of  existing  houses 

vacated  each  year,  and  clearly  as  some  houses  will  become  available  for  reletting,  a list  be  must 

be  retained  to  fill  vacancies,  and  it  is  clear  that  if  It  is  not  a completely  open  list,  one  could 

have  no  assurance  that  the  most  necessitous  cases  in  the  area  would  be  dealt  with.  on  the  other 

hand,  your  council  will  no  doubt  realise  that  an  ever  increasing  list  of  applicants  will  entail  a 
considerable  amount  of  administrative  work  in  entering,  recording,  checking  and  keeping  under  review 
all  such  cases,  and  may  well  become  a monumental  task  added  to  the  normal  work  of  the  department. 

The  number  of  housing  applications  on  the  list  as  at  31st  December,  1955,  was  165. 

The  second  phase  in  my  view  under  this  heading  is  the  reconditioning  of  property  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1949*  This  Act,  which  was  a permissive  Act,  authorised  local  authorities  to 

make  grants  in  respect  of  improvements  to  any  properties  which  were  built  before  I9/+5.  Generally, 
Improvements  included  damp  proof  courses,  replacement  of  rotted  floors  and  timbers,  increasing 
height  of  rooms,  provision  of  drainage  systems,  provision  of  bathrooms  and  sanitary  fittings,  hot 
water,  and  extension  of  houses  where  family  needs  necessitate  this,  and  similar  works,  but  did  not 
include  repairs.  The  general  principle  of  grants  is  that  the  cost  of  improvements  must  not 

be  less  than  £100  and  grant  aid  limited  to  one  half  of  the  cost  of  Improvements,  with  a maximum  grant 

of  £iiOO*  On  completion,  the  house  had  to  have  a life  under  the  original  Act  of  30  years,  but  as 

amended  and  in  operation  at  the  present  time  of  not  less  than  15  years.  of  any  grant  made 

available,  798  was  payable  by  the  Government  and  25ft  by  the  local  authority.  The  Act  was  not 

limited  to  properties  rented  as  obtained  in  a rather  narrower  pre-war  Act,  the  Housing  Financial 
provisions  Act  of  192k»  As  far  as  I understand  the  principle  of  this  Act,  the  Government  had 

been  advised  that  many  existing  houses  of  sub-standard  condition  might  well  depreciate  themselves 

out  of  existence  unless  some  urgent  measures  were  put  in  hand  Immediately  to  bring  them  more  nearly 
Into  line  with  present  day  requirements.  This  might  well  be  a long  term  view  on  the  part  of 

the  Government  in  so  far  that  as  the  availability  of  accommodation  increased  and  housing  hardship 
consequently  decreased,  this  type  of  accommodation  night  become  unlettable  and  fall  into  decay  and 
disuse,  which  the  country  could  not  afford  to  allow.  The  Act  being  permissive,  as  one  might 

naturally  expect,  different  local  authorities  take  different  views  as  to  vtfiether  or  not  this  danger 
will  in  fact  arise,  and  in  point  of  fact  one  must  acknowledge  that  different  circumstances  prevail 
in  different  areas.  Nevertheless,  it  seems  clear  that  the  majority  of  local  authorities  of  all 

types  throughout  the  country  have  implemented  the  Act. 

Upon  the  Act  coming  into  operation,  your  own  Council  decided  that  their  policy  should 
be  defined,  and  your  subsequent  view  and  decision  was  that  justification  for  grant  aid  was  limited 
to  those  cases  where  a house  within  the  definition  of  the  1936  Act  was  not  repairable  at  a reasonable 
cost,  bearing  in  mind  the  value  of  the  property  upon  completion  of  such  works  as  are  required  to  bring 
It  up  to  the  standard  of  fitness  laid  down  under  the  Act  (such  value  being  based  on  a normal  letting 
value).  On  immediate  consideration,  It  Is  clear  that  the  legislators  may  say  that  this  is  the 

very  case  to  which  the  Act  was  never  intended  to  apply,  the  generally  accepted  policy  by  all  concerned 
with  housing  being  that  If  a house  had  reached  such  stage  of  disintegration  and  disrepair  as  not  to  be 
repairable  at  a reasonable  cost,  the  time  had  come  when  in  fact  such  houses  should  be  demolished. 
Whilst  acknowledging  the  merit  and  rightness  of  this  possible  argument,  it  must  be  recognised  that 
in  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  rural  area,  which  must  apply  to  many  others,  this  policy  might 
well  be  held  to  be  serving  the  ultimate  objective  of  the  Act  quite  realistically. 

Amongst  the  older  houses  in  an  area  of  this  kind,  there  are  many  which  are  today  still 
let  at  rentals  ranging  between  2/6d.  and  5/-  per  week.  In  some  cases  these  properties  are 

structurally  sound  and  quite  capable  of  a continued  life,  with  improvements  and  repairs,  not  only 
of  15  years  but  probably  for  considerably  longer.  Where  houses  enjoy  such  rentals,  the 

necessity  of  almost  any  repairs  or  renovations  would  clearly  bring  them  into  the  classification  of 
not  being  repairable  at  a reasonable  cost,  even  taking  into  account  the  increased  rent  which  would 
obtain  upon  completion  of  the  works,  by  addition  of  8ft  in  respect  of  those  works  vtfiich  comprise 
improvements.  Owners  of  such  property  no  longer  look  upon  them  as  being  an  asset  in  any  way, 

but  an  actual  liability,  and  are  only  too  ready  to  accept  demolition  orders  when  in  many  cases  it 
would  be  palpably  wrong  to  see  these  houses  pulled  down.  where  grant  aid  would  save  them,  it 

might  well  be  generally  conceded  that  this  was  in  fact  an  implementation  of  the  Act  in  its  fullest 
sense. 


24 


During  the  year  under  review  there  was  a particular  case  in  whi ch  the  owner  of  five 
such  properties  declined  to  make  any  offer  to  repair  the  properties,  although  grant  aid  was  suggested 
to  him  to  assist  in  their  preservation.  It  is  his  intention  to  pull  down  these  properties  which 

are  uneconomical  and  redevelop  the  site.  It  is  recognised  that  the  Council  have  compulsory 

powers  to  requisition  in  such  cases,  but  local  authorities  quite  naturally  are  loathe  to  take  such 
strong  action  in  any  case  other  than  where  the  circumstances  are  most  exceptional.  This  Is  a 

typical  case  vhere  the  owner  has  been  receiving  for  many  years  a rental  of  2/6  per  house  per  week. 

Having  commented  upon  this  aspect  of  the  council’s  policy,  whilst  it  is  difficult  to  see 
the  possibility  of  any  other  type  of  house  in  the  Council's  area  depreciating  itself  out  of 
existence,  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  are  a number  of  properties  in  the  district  which  are  sub- 
standard and  which  could  benefit  very  materially  from  the  operation  of  the  Act.  only  your 

Council  can  decide  whether  or  not  the  making  of  a grant  towards  improving  the  standard  of  such 
accomodation  Is  justified.  The  Act,  however,  clearly  provides  for  grant  aid  in  these  cases. 

Since  the  inauguration  of  the  Act,  the  total  number  of  grants  actually  made  in  the 
Council's  area  is  37.  A number  of  grants  formally  or  informally  offered  have  not  been  accepted. 

Before  leaving  this  phase  of  housing,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  provisions  of  the 
19k9  Act  relating  to  housing  guarantees  were  accepted  and  adopted  by  your  Council  to  encourage  as  far 
as  possible  private  building. 

The  third  phase  under  the  heading  of  Housing  would  appear  to  be  consideration  of  the 
implications  of  the  Housing  Repairs  & Rents  Act,  1954,  in  conjunction  with  the  legislation  in  operation 
under  the  1936  Housing  Act.  The  general  intention  of  this  Act  would  appear  to  be  the  urging 

of  local  authorities  to  concentrate  upon  the  clearance  of  slums  within  a limited  period  of  time, 
together  with  the  repair  and  renovation  of  sub-standard  houses.  Certain  provisions  of  this 

Act  allowed  increases  of  rent  to  take  place  where  the  house  was  in  good  repair,  evidence  of  which 
had  to  be  established  by  the  production  of  accounts  for  work  carried  out  within  the  previous  twelve 
months  or  three  years.  This  clause  resulted  in  an  anomaly  which  probably  was  never  intended 

in  so  far  that  there  are  a number  of  houses  of  excellent  construction  and  in  an  excellent  state  of 
repair  which  have  not  necessitated  during  the  period  of  two  or  three  years  preceding  the  Act  any 
expenditure  upon  them,  such  owners,  many  of  them  the  best  type  of  owner,  were  in  consequence 

unable  to  obtain  any  rent  increase.  The  Act  also  provided  for  tenants  to  obtain  from  the 

local  authority  a certificate  of  disrepair  which  was  the  tenant's  protection  in  the  event  of  the 
owner's  claim  for  increase  of  rent  on  the  grounds  that  the  house  was  in  good  repair,  when  in  point 
of  fact,  the  tenant  felt  that  this  was  not  the  case.  In  this  area,  although  every  advice  has 

been  made  available  and  given  where  required,  very  few  applications  for  such  certificates  have  been 
received.  In  fact,  since  the  inauguration  of  the  Act  In  July,  1954,  only  two  applications 

have  been  made,  both  of  which  were  granted.  It  Is  Interesting,  however,  to  remember  in 

connection  with  all  housing  activities  In  the  area  that  77ES  of  the  total  houses  in  the  district 
ore  post  1914-1918  and  only  23%  are  pre  1914-1918  property.  It  Is  also  possible  that  of  the 

older  houses,  so  many  of  them  have  rents  which  are  so  low,  as  already  commented  upon,  that  the 
available  increase  of  rent  under  the  Act  might  well  amount  In  many  cases,  If  all  conditions  were 
complied  with,  to  not  more  than  a few  coppers  per  week. 

Amongst  the  more  important  provisions  of  this  Act  are  those  relating  to  slum  clearance, 
and  the  bringing  up  to  housing  standard  those  at  present  below  it.  The  new  Act  has  the  merit 

of  defining  more  specifically  the  standard  to  which  houses  must  conform  to  enable  them  to  be 
considered  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation,  whilst  the  Act  preceding  it,  the  Housing  Act  of  1936, 
was  capable  of  different  Interpretations  which  might  vary  very  widely  between  one  local  authority  and 
another.  Depending  upon  previous  interpretations,  the  new  Act  would  seem  to  substantially 

reduce  the  standard  of  housing  which  can  now  be  demanded.  For  example,  it  has  always  been 

Interpreted  in  this  area  that  sanitary  conveniences  included  such  amenities  as  a bathroom  with  hot 
water  supply  etc.,  which  the  present  Act  clearly  does  not  envisage.  For  this  reason,  the  total 
number  of  houses  considered  to  be  not  repairable  at  a reasonable  cost  as  prepared  under  the  Rural 
Housing  survey  carried  out  under  the  Hobhouse  Report  has  been  reduced  from  a total  of  276  in  that 
Report  to  104  under  the  1956  Act.  Your  council  have  generally  accepted  this  as  the  number 

of  houses  which  shall  comprise  the  five  year  programme  designed  to  eliminate  the  slums  in  your  area. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  as  notices  are  served  upon  owners  to  show  cause  vtfiy  a demolition  order 
should  not  be  made,  there  may  be  a number  of  owners  of  these  properties  who  will  elect  to  carry  out 
the  schedule  of  works  required  to  bring  them  into  conformity  with  the  Act.  Therefore,  the  total 

number  of  persons  for  whom  housing  accommodation  will  need  to  be  provided  may  ultimately  be  reduced 
below  this  quoted  figure  of  104.  It  is  equally  clear  that  until  the  procedure  under  the  Act 

of  1936  has  been  followed,  the  actual  requirements  of  the  five  year  programme  cannot  be  known. 

Bearing  this  in  mind,  every  effort  is  being  made  to  take  formal  procedure  in  respect  of  these 
properties  as  quickly  as  possible. 

The  sub-joined  tables  set  out  the  houses  inspected  and  the  demolition  orders  which  have 
been  made.  Work  in  this  connection  will  no  doubt  be  speeded  up  In  the  year  1956. 

The  rehousing  of  displaced  persons  raises  certain  problems.  The  post  war  housing 
development  sites  were  designed  to  servo  the  needs  of  the  whole  area  on  the  principle  of  one  estate 
being  centrally  sited  to  provide  for  the  rehousing  of  persons  in  a group  of  two  or  three  or  more 
parishes.  subsequent  experience  of  this  development  has  revealed  that  some  sites  are  more 

popular  than  others.  The  popularity  bears  no  relation  to  the  distance  of  the  site  from  the 

centre  of  the  adjoining  city,  but  may  to  a great  extent  arise  from  the  frequency  or  infrequency  of 
bus  services  to  the  adjacent  town.  Where  a site  is  at  present  unpopular,  and  if  this  is  the 

principal  reason  for  its  unpopularity,  it  may  well  be  temporary  in  nature  as  the  bus  service  may 
improve.  Be  that  as  it  may.  It  is  quite  clear  that  many  persons  resident  in  houses  upon 

which  operative  demolition  orders  exist,  refuse  to  accept  alternative  accommodation  if  that  accommo- 
dation is  on  one  of  what  one  might  term  the  less  popular  sites.  It  is  true  the  Council  (a) 

are  not  legally  compelled  to  provide  alternative  accommodation,  although  the  council  always  accept 
a moral  obligation  to  do  so  (all  houses  In  the  slum  clearance  programme  being  'individually  unfit 
houses'),  and  (b)  that  where  alternative  accommodation  is  offered  and  refused,  the  Council  can 
compulsorily  evict,  but  clearly  the  Council  are  unwilling  to  exercise  these  powers  otherwise  than  in 
the  most  exceptional  circumstances. 
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Oeneral  rehousing.  If  to  be  completed  within  the  five  year  period,  can  only  be  achieved 
by  first  priority  being  made  available  to  persons  living  in  houses  upon  which  a demolition  order  is 
operative,  both  in  respect  of  new  houses  as  they  reach  completion  and  those  existing  houses  as  they 
become  vacant*  If  priority  in  respect  of  the  latter  category  is  also  given,  it  will  overcome 

as  far  as  possible  the  difficulty  above  referred  to,  in  so  far  that  houses  in  the  parishes  in  which 
tenants  of  condemned  houses  are  living  will  become  available.  Despite  the  fact  that  your 

Council  have  accepted  this  method  of  dealing  with  slum  clearance,  there  will  remain  a proportion  of 
tenants  of  such  houses,  possibly  small,  who  will  still  be  unwilling  to  leave  their  accommodation, 
even  though  offered  quite  suitable  alternative  accommodation  in  the  parish  in  which  they  have  always 
lived.  such  cases  are  usually  older  persons  living  together  or  alone  who  have  probably  lived 

in  the  house  the  best  part  of  a lifetime,  and  the  odd  families  even  having  children  and  living  in 
most  unsatisfactory  conditions  who  would  rather  remain  in  those  conditions  Ignoring  their  family 
responsibilities  because  they  pay  a rent  of  2/~  or  3/-  per  week,  and  would  have  to  pay  in  the  region 
of  21/-  per  week,  plus  rates,  for  modern  accommodation.  This  problem  will  be  one  with  which 

your  council  will  be  confronted  before  the  clearance  of  slums  can  be  completed,  and  although  clear 
powers  are  available  to  evict  in  these  circumstances,  knowing  your  council»s  aversion  to  using  such 
powers,  it  may  well  be  that  you  will  reach  some  compromise  In  the  former  cases  and  consider  exercising 
them  in  the  latter.  it  is  hoped  that  the  request  of  the  Ministry  to  achieve  clearance  of  this 

problem  in  a five  year  programme  can  be  fulfilled,  but  if  there  are  a small  number  of  these  exceptional 
cases,  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  views  of  the  Ministry  as  to  the  steps  which  should  be  taken 
where  people  have  the  offer  of  improved  housing  but  have  no  wish  to  accept  it. 

The  only  other  aspects  of  housing  are  the  repair  of  houses  that  are  repairable  at  a 
reasonable  cost  and  overcrowding.  with  regard  to  the  former,  this  will  be  dealt  with  as  time 

becomes  available  for  inspections.  In  connection  with  the  latter  no  specific  schedule  of  houses 

overcrowded  has  been  made,  the  reason  being  that  unless  local  authorities  are  willing  to  enforce  the 
licensing  provisions  of  overcrowding  rigidly,  any  time  spent  on  such  a survey  would  be  wasted  in  so  far 
that  it  could  be  quickly  outdated  if  houses  were  to  continue  to  be  overcrowded  without  a licence  being 
issued.  This  unrestricted  occupation  of  houses  without  fulfilling  licence  conditions  has  been 

taking  place  throughout  the  war  and  post-war  period,  and  in  the  housing  emergency  this  was  only  to  be 
expected.  There  is  still  a shortage  of  housing  accomodation  and  I do  not  anticipate  that 

your  council  would  wish  to  take  proceedings  against  persons  entering  a house  and  overcrowding  it  until 
the  position  has  further  eased,  except  perhaps  in  very  flagrant  cases  which  might  be  specifically 
brought  to  your  notice.  If  time  were  available  for  a complete  survey  to  be  taken,  I should  be 

Very  surprised  if  many  cases  of  overcrowding  were  found  to  exist  in  this  area.  The  post  war 

rehousing  programme  has  always  carried  appreciable  priority  for  overcrowding  based  not  on  the  legal 
standard  of  persons  per  habitable  room,  but  on  a bedroom  standard.  The  result  of  this  policy 

is  that  all  known  cases  by  application  for  rehousing  have  been  dealt  with,  and  there  are  no  cases  on 
your  list  at  the  present  time  where  overcrowding  on  a legal  standard  prevails.  It  follows  there- 
fore, that  only  cases  of  overcrowding  In  the  area  exist  where  no  application  to  the  local  authority 
for  rehousing  has  In  fact  at  any  time  been  made.  This  factor,  coupled  with  the  factor  that  in 

our  knowledge  of  and  work  in  the  area,  no  known  cases  of  overcrowding  exist,  suggests  that  over- 
crowding In  the  district  must  be  very  limited  indeed  if  there  Is  any  at  all. 

Details  of  the  erection  of  new  houses  In  the  area  by  private  enterprise  are  also  set  out 
in  the  tables  which  follow. 


1,  inspection  of  Dwelllnghouses  during  the  year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under  the 

Public  Health  & Housing  Acts  495 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  635 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelllnghouses  included  in  (1)  above  which  were  Inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (consolidated)  Regulations,  1925  to  1932  ...  104 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 150 

(3)  Number  of  dwelllnghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  104 

(4)  Number  of  dwelllnghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  in  (3)  above  )found 

not  to  be  In  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  310 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  with  service  of  formal  notices: 

Number  of  dwelllnghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 


Local  Authority  or  by  their  officers 22 

3.  Action  under  statutory  Powers: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelllnghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  Nil 

(li)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  - 

(a)  by  owners Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  public  Health  Act,  1956: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelllnghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  5 


26 


(ii)  Number  of  dwelllnghouses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  - 


(a)  by  owners  1 

(b)  by  local  authority  In  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelllnghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  Nil 

(11)  Number  of  dwelllnghouses  demolished  9 

(ill)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  In  respect  of 

which  closing  orders  were  made  .... Nil 

(lv)  Number  of  underground  rooms  or  tenements  in  respect  of  which  closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  rooms  having  been  rendered  fit  ...... Nil 

(y)  Number  of  dwelllnghouses  In  respect  of  which  undertakings  were 
given  by  owners  to  bring  the  properties  to  a standard  In 

compliance  with  the  Housing  Act Nil 

(vl)  Number  of  dwelllnghouses  In  respect  of  which  undertakings  were 

given  by  owners  not  to  use  premises  for  human  habitation  Nil 


4. 


Housing  Act, 

(a)  (1) 
(ii) 

(ill) 

(b) 

(c)  (1) 
(ii) 

(d) 


1936  - part  IV  - Overcrowding: 

Number  of  dwelllnghouses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...... 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  , 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  ..... 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  

Number  of  persons  concerned  In  such  cases  

particulars  of  any  cases  In  which  dwelllnghouses  have  again  become 
overcrowded  after  the  local  authority  have  taken  steps  to  abate 
the  overcrowding  

Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  which  It  Is 
considered  desirable  to  report 


No 

record 

Nil 

, 46 

104 

Nil 

. Nil 


HOUSING  ACT.  1949 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  applications  received  under  this  Act  for  the 
last  5 years,  together  with  the  number  of  cases  In  which  improvement  Grants  have  been  made. 


No.  of  Applications 

No.  of  Applications 

No.  of  Applications 

Year 

Received 

Aprroved 

Disapproved,  deferred 
or  not  proceeded  with 

1951 

6 

2 

4 

1952 

5 

2 

3 

1953 

6 

3 

3 

1954 

25 

6 

19 

1955 

36 

24 

12 

MOBILE  & TEMPORARY  DWELLINGS 

The  table  given  below  sets  out  the  number  of  caravans  In  the  area,  together  with  the 
number  removed  and  brought  into  the  district  during  the  last  five  years. 


Year 

No.  of  caravans 

brought  Into  area 

No.  of  caravans 

removed  from  area 

Total  Number  of  Licensed 

caravans  in  area 

1951 

2 

in- 

3 

1952 

2 

1 

4 

1953 

2 

2 

4 

1954 

mm 

- 

4 

1955 

1 

1 

4 

27 


HOUSE  BUILDING 

The  building  programme  of  the  Council  during  the  year  ended  1955  Is  set  out  below. 


Housing  Site 

Houses  under 

construction 
on  1.1.55. 

Hbuses  com- 
pleted prior 
to  1.1*55* 

Further  con- 

tracts let 
during  1955 

Houses  com- 

pleted during 
1955 

Houses  In  course 

of  erection  on 
31.12.55. 

North  Moor, 
Huntington. 

- 

143 

- 

- 

•• 

Northflelds, 

Strensall. 

- 

93 

- 

- 

- 

Calf  Close, 

Haxby. 

- 

156 

- 

- 

- 

Brecks  Fields, 
Skelton. 

18 

88 

20 

24 

24 

Stono  Riggs, 
Stockton-on- 
Forest. 

4 

36 

14 

4 

18 

Green  Hills, 
Claxton. 

8 

4 

- 

8 

- 

Oaks  view, 

Lllllng. 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Rise  Wood, 

Gate  Helrasley. 

- 

8 

4 

- 

4 

Stoney  Hills, 
Buttercranbe. 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

The  Leyes, 
Osbaldwlck. 

16 

48 

- 

16 

- 

Barney  Cottages, 
Flaxton. 

5 

6 

- 

5 

- 

Harton 

4 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Woodlands, 

Warthill. 

4 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Saxford  way, 
Wlgglnton. 

- 

- 

8 

- 

6 

TOTAL 

59 

590 

46 

65 

52 

HOUSES  CONSTRUCTED  BY  THE  COUNCIL  - POST  WAR 


Supervised  by  own  staff 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Tarran  temporary  houses 
with  2 bedrooms 

50 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Alrey  permanent  houses 
with  3 bedrooms 

- 

8 

24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

m 

Traditional  - 3 bedrooms 
(Circular  92) 

Supervised  by  Architects 

• 

22 

20 

2 

• 

m 

m 

** 

m 

Traditional  houses 
- single  bedroom  bungalows 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

10 

18 

26 

28 

12 

- 2 bedroom  houses 

- 

■ - 

- 

16 

24 

14 

8 

30 

20 

32 

- 3 bedroom  houses 

- 

2 

68 

60 

42 

16 

24 

33 

11 

21 

- 4 bedroom  houses 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

50 

32 

112 

78 

75 

44 

51 

89 

59 

65 

TOTAL  PRE-WAR  HOUSES  - 58 

TOTAL  POST-WAR  HOUSES  - 6g§ 

- 693 


GRAND  TOTAL  TO  DATE 


COMPARATIVE  RECORD  OF  NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED 
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SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING  APPLICATIONS 


No.  of  applica- 
tions on  list  on 

1st  January 

New  applications 
received  during 
the  year 

No.  of  families 
rehoused 

No,  on  list  on 
31st  December 

1946  .... 

355 

271 

50 

576 

1947  .... 

576 

194 

34 

736 

H 

1948  .... 

340 

243 

112 

471 

1949  .... 

471 

155 

78 

548 

1950  • • • • 

548 

174 

75 

647 

1951  .... 

647 

145 

44 

748 

1952  .... 

748 

111 

51 

808 

X 

1953  .... 

252 

117 

102 

267 

1954  .... 

267 

115 

132 

250 

1955  .... 

250 

120 

100 

165 

X 

1956  .... 

165 

* New  registration  carried  out 


STREETS  & BUILDINGS  BYELAWS 


I have  no  particular  comment  to  make  upon  this  aspect  of  the  work  of  tho  department 
other  than  to  re-emphasise  the  anxieties  1 expressed  last  year  In  connection  with  the  supervision 
of  buildings  In  course  of  erection.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  tables,  plans  of  very  nearly 

1,000  buildings  of  various  descriptions  were  deposited  during  the  year.  385  dwellinghouses 

alone  have  been  completed  during  the  year,  apart  from  the  number  of  miscellaneous  buildings  and 
non-residential  property  which  has  been  completed. 

There  was  at  the  end  of  the  year  a considerable  number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection, 

I feel  certain  your  council  will  appreciate  the  tremendous  difficulty  of  attempting  to  give 
adequate  supervision  to  this  vast  building  programme  which  forms  only  a very  small  part  of  our 
work  as  a whole.  Whilst  every  effort  is  made  to  ensure  that  all  properties  of  whatever 

category  erected  in  the  area  comply  in  all  respects  with  the  various  streets  & Buildings  Byelaws* 
unless  more  staff  can  be  made  available  and  considerably  more  time  devoted  to  this  aspect  of  the 
work,  it  is  quite  impossible  to  ensure  lOOJo  Byelaw  compliance.  The  clerk  has  advised  your 

Council  that  there  is  no  legal  liability  upon  the  authority  for  any  such  omissions,  but  the  Council 
may  well  feel  that  some  moral  obligation  rests  upon  them  to  ensure  that  the  staff  is  adequate  for 
this  purpose. 

Whilst  not  strictly  applicable  under  this  heading,  it  v/ould  not  be  inopportune  to  mention 
the  Water  (Waste  etc.  prevention)  Byelaws  which  were  brought  into  operation  during  the  year  under 
review.  It  is  necessary  under  these  new  byelaws  to  give  considerably  more  supervision  to 

buildings  in  course  of  erection  to  ensure  compliance,  and  as  will  be  seen,  this  naturally  aggravates 
what  was  already  a difficult  position. 


DEPOSIT  OF  PUNS 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  plans  deposited  with  the  Council  under  streets  & 
Buildings  Byelaws  and  dealt  with  by  the  plans  Committee  during  the  year. 

Plans  were  deposited  for  the  following  buildings: 


Dwellinghouses  - Local  Authority  38 

- Private 486 

Alterations  and  extensions  to  dwell inghouses  84 

Exempted  buildings  (greenhouses  etc.)  30 

Agricultural  buildings 25 

Factory  and  business  premises  22 

Layouts  18 

Miscellaneous  (Schools,  pavilions,  garages  etc.)  195 


TOTAL 


898 


30 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY 

The  supply  and  distribution  of  milk  proceeded  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  In  two 

instances,  samples  of  milk  taken  from  local  producers  showed  the  presence  of  brucella  abortus.  In 
both  cases  the  producers  agreed  voluntarily  to  submit  all  milk  for  pasteurisation. 

As  brucella  abortus  Is  mentioned  In  the  foreglng,  It  seems  appropriate  to  mention  the  short- 
comings of  the  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  which  deal  with  the  stopping  of  milk  supplies  suspected 
of  being  capable  of  infection  to  man.  one  could  appreciate  the  reasonableness  of  paying  compensa- 

tion in  respect  of  costs  Incurred  in  the  stoppage  or  treatment  of  a milk  supply  under  suspicion  until  the 
infection  was  definitely  confirmed,  but  it  Is  difficult  to  see  the  justification  for  continuing  compensa- 
tion after  this  date  as  the  regulations  provide.  Brucella  abortus  Is  a typical  case  of  the  diffi- 

culty that  can  arise  under  the  regulations  as  now  framed.  This  Infection  of  milk  Is  well  known  to 
be  widespread  and  means  of  eradication  most  difficult.  Many  Medicol  Officers  are  satisfied  that 

milk  so  infected  should  under  no  circumstances  be  issued  for  sale  untreated,  but  if  an  order  is  placed 
on  the  milk,  compensation  can  go  on  and  on  indefinitely  without  any  clear  Idea  as  to  when  the  Infection 
will  be  eliminated.  The  result  is  that  no  doubt  many  local  authorities  either  do  not  serve  Orders 

In  respect  of  such  supplies,  or  are  placed  in  a most  difficult  position  in  respect  of  these  compensation 
clauses* 


I have  no  doubt  referred  to  this  subject  previously  in  Annual  Reports,  and  it  may  be  that 
It  Is  a little  late  In  the  day  now  to  be  unduly  concerned  In  view  of  the  rapidly  extending  scope  of  the 
regulations  dealing  with  compulsory  pasteurisation. 


Table  of  Registration  & Licences  Issued 


1951 

1952 

1953 

195k 

1955 

No. 

of 

registered  dairies 

♦ • • •••  • • • 

6 

6 

7 

7 

7 

No. 

of 

retail  purveyors 

0 0 0 

• • • • • k 000 

15 

18 

17 

18 

25 

NO, 

of 

Licences  Issued  to 

sell 

Pasteurised  Milk 

11 

15 

15 

16 

15 

No, 

of 

Licences  Issued  to 

sell 

Sterilised  Milk 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

No. 

of 

Licences  issued  to 

sell 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk 

10 

13 

13 

13 

15 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  amount  of  time  devoted  to  the  control  of  slaughterhouses  and  inspection  of  meat  has 
necessarily  Increased  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected 

shows  an  Increase  of  68ft  compared  with  the  previous  year,  necessitating  regular  overtime  to  maintain 
full  inspection  of  all  carcases.  The  responsibility  associated  with  this  work  Is  increased  by 

the  operation  within  the  area  of  two  slaughterhouses  dealing  exclusively  with  the  emergency  slaughter 
of  casualties  and  fallen  stock.  The  inspection  of  such  carcases  can  present  particular  difficulty 

and  requires  most  careful  judgment.  The  work  generally,  however,  has  proceeded  smoothly  throughout 

the  year.  The  adoption  by  the  council  of  Byelaws  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  and  Management  of 

Knackers  Yards  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  October  proved  useful  in  dealing  with  a trade  which  can, 
without  effective  control,  give  rise  to  nuisance  and  unsatisfactory  conditions,  and  under  the  Byelaws 
improvements  were  carried  out  to  such  premises  during  the  year. 

Of  the  533  beef  carcases  inspected,  one  case  of  cysticercus  bovis  was  found  and  the  carcase 
dealt  with  at  a local  cold  store  In  accordance  with  the  terns  of  Memo  3/Meat.  Despite  rigid 

inspection  of  all  carcases,  no  other  similar  case  was  found. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  condemned 


Horses 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  Killed 

383 

150 

60 

623 

471 

Number  Inspected 

383 

150 

60 

623 

471 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  & cystlcercl 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3k 

29 

9 

28 

31 

Part  carcase  or  organ  condemned 

48 

25 

m 

6 

29 

Percentage  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  & cystlcercl 

21.4ft 

36  ft 

15  ft 

5.55* 

12,753 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

18 

19 

3 

m 

9 

Part  carcase  or  organ  condemned 

22 

23 

- 

- 

18 

percentage  affected  with  tuberculosis 

10.4ft 

28  ft 

553 

m 

5.7ft 

31 


Carcases  Inspected  and  condemned  (contd.) 

Horses  cattle  Cows  calves  sheep  pigs 

Cystlcercosls 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

* Note;  One  carcase  only. 


1 ) 

) * 
) 

1 ) 


FOOD  SHOPS  & PREMISES 

premises  supplying  and  preparing  food  have  continued  to  receive  attention  during  the  year, 
and  many  Inspections  have  been  made.  Informal  Notices  have  been  served  In  odd  cases,  but  In 

general  there  are  no  particular  problems  associated  with  this  trade  in  the  Councils  area.  There 
are  no  open  food  stalls  or  mobile  stalls  apart  from  the  occasional  ice  cream  vendor,  the  food  trade 
In  the  district  being  largely  conducted  from  small  shops  of  the  domestic  type,  with  two  or  three  road- 
house restaurants  or  cafes,  and  a small  number  of  shops  controlled  by  the  larger  organisations  having 
multiple  branches. 

The  small  domestic  type  shop  seems  to  have  one  disadvantage  common  to  most,  and  that  is  the 
lack  of  adequate  space  and  storage  accommodation  for  food  stuffs.  I think  they  justify  rather 

closer  investigation  than  perhaps  they  often  receive.  in  such  premises  if  supervision  is  not 

thorough,  the  chops  themselves  are  so  overcrowded  with  goods  that  It  Is  almost  impossible  for  them  to 
be  properly  cleaned,  and  there  is  often  an  overflow  of  goods  of  various  kinds  Including  food  stuffs 
stored  on  staircases,  landings,  bedrooms,  and  in  all  manner  of  places,  many  of  them  quite  unsuitable 
for  the  purpose.  Fortunately  many  of  the  food  stuffs  are  pre-packed  and  wrapped  and  probably 

reasonably  free  from  any  risk  of  contamination  or  Infection,  but  the  circumstances  are  not  Ideal  and 
do  justify,  as  I have  said,  that  extra  supervision  which  Is  suggested. 

There  have  been  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  In  the  area  worthy  of  comment.  Two  cases 
of  Illness  in  two  individuals  were  reported  as  being  suspicious  of  food  poisoning,  one  case  involving 
two  persons,  and  a fourth  case  involving  seven  persons.  In  three  of  the  cases  it  was  quite 

impossible  to  establish  the  type  or  source  of  the  particular  food  which  could  have  accounted  for  the 
illness.  In  the  fourth  case  Involving  seven  persons,  the  consumption  of  meat  pies  was  very 

strongly  suspected.  They  were  manufactured  outside  the  area,  and  detailed  enquiries  showed  that 

they  have  been  collected  by  a retail  distributor  operating  in  the  area  with  a mobile  vehicle  selling 
cakes,  pastries  and  the  like,  and  it  was  established  that  pies  and  cakes  not  sold  on  the  day  of  collec- 
tion from  the  manufacturers  were  sold  on  the  follow! ng  day,  although  the  proprietor  of  the  business 
in  general  denied  that  this  was  his  practice.  Apart  from  establishing  that  the  pies  were  not 

sold  on  the  day  of  manufacture,  no  particular  evidence  of  contamination  could  be  established  during 
manufacture,  and  as  the  pies  were  wrapped  and  sealed,  it  v:as  unlikely  that  contamination  took  place 
during  the  period  they  were  in  the  possession  of  the  retailer.  Samples  of  the  pies  involved  were 

obtained  and  forwarded  for  examination  to  the  County  Pathollglst,  but  no  causative  agents  were  established. 

There  would  appear  to  be  an  increase  in  foreign  objects  finding  their  way  into  food  stuffs, 
which  generally  seem  to  centre  around  the  large  Combines  manufacturing  and  distributing  food  stuffs 
over  very  wide  areas.  All  manner  and  types  of  contamination  and  objects  seem  to  be  found  in  these 

products,  ranging  from  lumps  of  unbaked  dough  quite  black  in  colour  due  to  oil  contamination,  to  nails, 
matted  hair  and  even  mice.  In  a public  lecture  recently  given  by  a well  known  scientist,  humorous 

reference  was  made  to  such  objects  which  it  was  said  could  not  be  harmful  to  the  public  as  no-one  would 
be  foolish  enough  to  eat  nails,  and  mice  were  not  poisonous,  but  the  increase  does  seem  to  indicate  that 
in  the  larger  manufacturing  concerns  the  labour  problems  or  the  problems  of  supervision  are  such  as  to 
give  rise  to  these  shortcomings  which,  if  they  occurred  in  the  smaller  more  localised  firms,  would  no 
doubt  quickly  put  them  out  of  business.  Whilst  no  proceedings  have  been  taken  during  the  year  In 

respect  of  cases  of  this  kind,  two  or  three  have  been  reported  upon  and  the  manufacturers  warned. 

Table  of  Food  shops  & Premises 


No.  in  Area  Inspections  Made 


Bakehouses  

5 

8 

Butchers*  Shops  

18 

14 

Greengrocers  & Grocers  

25 

7 

Canteens  & Restaurant  Kitchens... 

7 

1 

Fish  shops 

5 

1 

General  Stores 

18 

10 

ICE  CREAM 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed 

1952  1953  1954  1955 

18  19 


ice  cream; 


1950 

5 


1951 

17 


25 


33 


' 
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